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This week’s full newsletter can be found online at www.waldorfpittsburgh.org.  

  
Check out our ad on page 36 of Shady Avenue  magazine. 

 
MARK YOUR CALENDAR  

 
 
Tue 4/12 • Second Grade Parent Evening, Second Grade Classroom, 6:00 pm 
 
Fri 4/15 • Hot Lunch, 11:45 am 
 
Sat 4/16 • Earth Day at Frick Environmental Center, 12:00 pm 
  • Simplicity Parenting Lecture with Kim John Payne, Auditorium,  

  7:00-9:00 pm  
 

Sun 4/17 • Social Inclusion Workshop with Kim John Payne, Auditorium,  
  9:00 am-1:00 pm 

 
Tue 4/19 • Finance Committee Meeting, Library, 6:30 pm 
 
Wed 4/20 • Grades Family Game Night, Grounds and Grades classrooms,  

  4:30-5:30 pm 
• Discover Waldorf Open House, 5:00 pm 

 
Thu 4/21 • First Grade Play, First Grade Classroom, 5:00 pm 
  • Enrollment Committee Meeting, Library, 6:30 pm 
Fri 4/22- 
Mon 4/25 • Easter Break, Little Friends Open on Fri 4/22 and Mon 4/25, Extended  

  Care available. 
 

GENERAL NEWS 
 
Kim John Payne Lecture 
The author, counselor, and educational consultant, Kim Payne, will be presenting a 
lecture on Saturday, April 16th from 7-9pm discussing his book Simplicity Parenting. On 
Sunday, April 17th from 9am-1pm, Mr. Payne will be taking an in-depth look at social 
inclusion in his workshop by the same name. This workshop is open to all, but especially 
useful to teachers, administrators and counselors. At this Sunday workshop, Mr. Payne 
will ask us to take a deeper look into bullying, to better understand it and work through it 



in the classroom and within the home. You can purchase tickets at the front desk. 
Please check out his website: www.simplicityparenting.com.   
 
Childcare for Kim John Payne Lecture and Workshop 
Childcare will be available for Saturday night’s event for school community members. 
Please submit childcare requests to the Front Office by Thursday, April 14th at 3:30 pm. 
The fee is $10.00 per child. For those interested in childcare for Sunday’s workshop, 
please contact the Front Office by 3:30 pm on Tuesday, April 12th to express your 
interest. The school requires that 5 or more families show interest in childcare on 
Sunday morning in order to have it available. Due to the length of Sunday’s workshop 
the fee for childcare on Sunday morning will be $15.00 per child. 
 
Easter Break reminder 
As a reminder, there is no school scheduled on Friday, April 22nd or Monday, April 25th. 
Little Friends will be in session as usual, and Extended Care will be available for those 
who are registered for the program. Be sure to submit your Extended Care requests to 
Ms. Abigail (extendedcare@waldorfpittsburgh.org) as soon as possible, as space is 
limited.  
 
Aid to Japan 
March 11th’s earthquake in Japan has left an estimated 200,000 people or more in 
shelters and a countless number of people without food, water, shelter or medical 
attention. The families of the Lavender Nursery along with the school community implore 
us all to open our hearts to the people of Japan by making a donation to one of the 
following charities: 

 

Save the Children : Emergency Relief 
for Japan Quake  
www.savethechildren.org/japanquake 
Toll free: 800-728-3843 
Text JAPAN to 20222 to donate.  

The American Red Cross : Japan 
Earthquake and Pacific Tsunami 
Relief  
www.redcross.org  
Text REDCROSS or 90999 to make $10 
donation by text message.  

Salvation Army  
donate.salvationarmyusa.org 
Toll free: 800-SAL-ARMY 
Text QUAKE or 80888 to donate $10  

International Medical Corps  
www.internationalmedicalcorps.org 
Text MED or 80888 to donate $10  

Doctors Without Borders  
www.doctorswithoutborders.org  

Global Giving  
www.globalgiving.org 
Text JAPAN or 50555 to donate $10  

World Vision  
www.worldvision.org 
Toll Free: 888-56-CHILD Text 4JAPAN 
to 20222 to donate $10  

 
 
Summer Program  
The end to our school year is fast approaching, and the summer months will soon be 
upon us. The Waldorf School of Pittsburgh is delighted to announce the start of our new 



Summer Program. The Summer Program will be offered to children from Nursery to 
rising Grade Six children for 8 weeks this summer. The program will offer themed weeks 
full of play, gardening, music, craft projects, baking and outdoor games, all stemming 
from the Waldorf roots of educating head, heart and hands. (Please note, children must 
have completed Nursery to attend this program.) 
 
Program Information 
 
Dates of Session: 
1st Session: June 20th – July 15th 2011 
2nd Session: July 18th – August 12th 2011 
8: 00 am - 4: 00 pm 
* Half Day and Full Day Options Offered * 
* 2 week session options offered * 
 
Tuition 
Half Day: $ 32.00 per day: 640.00 per 4-week session 
Full Day: $ 45.00 per day: 900.00 per 4-week session 
 
Pick Up Times 
Half Day Pick Up: 12:00 pm 
Full Day Pick Up: 4:00 pm 
(You may choose to pick up your child earlier if needed, but no later than 4:00 pm) 
 
A packet of information containing the daily rhythms, weekly themes, activities, and 
sample games may be sent out to interested parties. Please contact the Enrollment 
Coordinator for an application for the Summer Program. 

 
EARLY CHILDHOOD NEWS  

 
In Morning Garden 
The pictures below show the Morning Garden class on a typical spring day as they play 
outside, make biscuits, paint with red paint, play in our “kitchen” and make wool balls.  
 
 
 
 
  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

GRADES NEWS 
  
In Grade Four 
Grade Four is excited to return from spring break and delve into our block on Zoology. 
One of our areas of exploration will be Pittsburgh's peregrine falcons.  The nesting 
season for the peregrines has begun, and we will follow the progress of the laying and 
incubating of the eggs and the eventual fledging of a new brood of chicks.  We will travel 
to Oakland to see the nesting pair at the Cathedral of Learning.  The Wildlife 
Rehabilitation Center will visit our classroom with a raptor to teach us about their habits 
and biology.  The fourth grade will celebrate the return of growth and new life this spring 
with our learning about the life cycle of these magnificent birds. 
 

 
FROM THE ENROLLMENT OFFICE 

  
�The school’s final Open House, will be on Wednesday, April 20th from 5:00-7:00 pm. 
Parents in Early Childhood grades are encouraged to attend and please RSVP to Erin 
Commendatore at ecommendatore@waldorfpittsburgh.org no later than Monday, April 
18th.  
 



 
Family Games Night  
Games Night is open to Kindergarten through Grade 5 families on Wednesday, April 
20th from 4:30-5:30pm. Please have your children wear sturdy shoes for outdoor play 
and bring board games for indoor play. Contact Erin Commendatore at 
ecommendatore@waldorfpittsburgh.org or Paige Weigman at 
pweigman@waldorfpittsburgh.org if you want to volunteer or plan on attending. 
 
Frick Environmental Center's Earth Day on Saturday,  April 16th 11:30am-4pm:  
The format of this program has changed from a festival to a Walks and Workshops 
focus to be held at the Frick Park Environmental Center on Beechwood Blvd. If you are 
interested in attending this event, please sign up15 minutes prior to the start of the 
specific workshop. To find a list of workshops, please see: 
http://www.city.pittsburgh.pa.us/parks/assets/11-earth-day-walks-workshops.pdf 
 

FROM THE BUSINESS OFFICE 
 

Financial Aid letters were mailed on Tuesday, April 5th. Those families wishing to make 
an appeal must send their letters to the Business Manager by 3:30 pm on Wednesday, 
April 13th. 
 
Contracts will be mailed on April 15th, for the 2011-2012 school year. Please watch your 
mailboxes for their arrival.  
 
Tuition Deposit Form  
Before Spring Break, a form was sent to each family with children in Nursery, 
Kindergarten or Grades 1-5 asking how they would like to apply their 2010-11 tuition 
deposit ($400).  If a family's volunteer service hours are completed and recorded for the 
2010-11 school year and all the financial obligations of the enrollment contract have 
been fulfilled, then the deposit can be applied in several different ways: 
 
1. The 2010-11 deposit in part or entirety can be donated to the Annual Fund Drive. 
2. The deposit can be applied to the last tuition payment of the 2010-11 school year. 
3. The deposit can be rolled over for the 2011-12 school year.  
 
The form was due to the Business Office by Monday, April 4, 2011.  Please submit the 
form if you have not yet done so.  Email responses can also be sent to Laura Baker 
(lbaker@waldorfpittsburgh.org) with your response. This form is also available online at 
http://waldorfpittsburgh.org/waldorfcom/wp-content/uploads/2010/06/Copy-of-Tuition-
Deposit-Letter-2011.pdf  
 
 

VOLUNTEERING 
  
For those of you who are looking to still fulfill some of your required volunteer hours, 
please consider making brunch-type food for Kim John Payne's workshop for Sunday, 
April 17th from 9am-1pm. Please respond immediately to Erin Commendatore at 
ecommendatore@waldorfpittsburgh.org.  
 



Administrative Volunteers are needed for help with mailers and business office tasks. 
Please contact the Front Office if you are interested.  
 
 
Sign up for a summer mowing spot 
The school would like to ask for volunteers to help cut grass this spring and summer.  
Like last year, interested individuals should sign up for a particular week during the warm 
months.  Sometime during your assigned week, you will need to volunteer for an hour or 
two to cut grass or trim those areas where there is most need.  You won't have to cut the 
entire lot! 
 
This system worked well last year in dividing the large task of keeping the grass cut 
among a group of people while lightening the work load on any one individual.  You can 
sign up for a week using this link: https://spreadsheets.google.com/ccc?key=0AkpEiu-
4JiYEdG5VOUVadjJQU2FCaDM4SGQ4V0hzbFE&hl=en  
 
Contact Brendan Froeschl at bfroeschl@waldorfpittsburgh.org if you have any questions. 
 
 
All of the above articles can be found in their entirety at 
http://waldorfpittsburgh.org/tag/newsletter4-11-11/  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 


