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This week’s full newsletter can be found online at www.waldorfpittsburgh.org.  
 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR  
 
 
 
Sat 9/24 • Michaelmas Celebration, 11:30 am, Highland Park 
 
Tue 9/27 • Board Meeting, 6:30 pm, Auditorium 
 
Wed 9/28 • Second & Third Grade Parent Evenings, 6:00 pm, Second & Third 

  Grade Classrooms 
 
**Sat Oct 1 • October Extended Care payments due.  
 
Mon 10/3 • Fourth Grade Parent Evening, 6:00 pm, Fourth Grade Classroom 
 
Tue 10/4` • Annual Fund Day of Giving 

• Facilities “Doing,” 5:30 pm, Grounds and Main Building 
 
Wed 10/5 • Family Games Night, 4:30 pm 
  • Discover Waldorf Open House, 5:00 pm 
 
Sat 10/8 • Parent Association Meeting, 9:00 am, Library 
 
 

GENERAL NEWS 
 
Major Volunteering for Major School Events 
Volunteering your time (and elbow grease) on Beautification Weekend is one of the most 
important ways to help the school.  The faculty and staff all took two 6-hour shifts each 
day.  Several families took time to clean each classroom make all areas of the school 
sparkle.  Thank you to everyone who washed windows, weed-whacked, put together 
desks or polished woodwork.  Volunteers from the Beautification Weekend are listed 
below:  
 
Melisa Stiglitz 
Ben Stiglitz 
Calvin Ruse 
Laura Macia 
Mark Perry 
Joan Rossi 
Jeff Harris 
Rob Conroy 
Rebecca Mizikar 
Herman Maldonaldo 
Christine Summa 

Barbara Doyle 
Ian Winter 
Cheri Smith  
Paul Baker 
Ann Baker 
Alex West 
Veronica Harris 
Sheng-Chung Chen 
Pegin Foglia 
Erin Hare 



(If you do not see your name and you volunteered during Beautification Weekend, you 
missed the sign-in sheet.) 
 
Looking ahead, please contribute some volunteer hours to these other “high need” areas 
this year:  Winter Fair, Parent Association - Hot Lunch Fridays , Facilities & 
Grounds, Upper School Expansion Committee & May Fai r.   
 
Echoing Rudolf Steiner, “The Waldorf School must be a true cultural deed through which 
the renewal of the entire structure of society must echo…it is everyone’s task to be 
responsible and wakeful – this is the new challenge.”  Thank you for your efforts! 
  
Second annual Waldorf Family portraits 
Come join fourth grade parents Barbara and Vince in the auditorium on Sunday, October 
16th from 10 to 5 pm for a family portrait session. These portrait sessions are open to all 
current and alumni families. Children, pets and extended family members are welcome. 
Please email Vince Noe at VNoe@vertisinc.com or Lizz Leonard 
(lleonard@waldorfpittsburgh.org) in the Front Office to reserve a 15 minute session for 
your family. 
 
In conjunction with the Enrollment Committee, Vince Noe is formulating a project to use 
photos and bios of the children involved in an after-school activity to help promote the 
school. If your child is involved in an after-school activity such as dance, sports, or art 
please bring a uniform or instrument, and Mr. Noe will take your child’s portrait for the 
project. 
 
Print Prices 

Wallets     .70 each 
4x6       $2.00 ea.               10/more of one image        $1.50 ea. 
5x7       $5.00 ea.               10/more of one image        $4.00 ea.     
8x10     $10.00 ea.             10/more  of one image       $8.00 ea.     
11x14   $25.00 ea.             10/more  of one image       $20.00 ea. 

 
Pittsburgh Music Academy’s New Home at the Waldorf School  
Families may have noticed the sounds of cello, piano, or flute at the school in the 
afternoons recently.  The Pittsburgh Music Academy has rented the auditorium and the 
small rooms above it for lessons that begin at 3:00pm daily.  Since June, PMA has been 
offering individual and group music classes at the school, as well as violin, viola, bass, 
guitar, and clarinet.  Many of our Waldorf School students have augmented their musical 
training at PMA, and our own cello teacher, Nicole Myers, also teaches for PMA.  The 
school is pleased to have this new tenant adding more music to our building! 
 
Please note that there are lessons in the auditorium most afternoons after 3:00, so 
please be mindful and do not disturb the instructor and the pupils by entering the space.  
 
Michaelmas Celebration 
Please join us for the Michaelmas celebration on Saturday, September 24th from 11:30 
am – 3:00 pm at the Memorial  Grove  in Highland Park. Lunch will begin at noon. 
Bring a dish to share, blankets, and games such as bocce  ball, corn hole, or 
Frisbee to join in the festivities and enjoy this harvest time picnic. 

Potluck Assignments are as follow: 

·  Side or Salad Dish: Last Names beginning A – F 
·  Main Dish: Last Names beginning G – P 
·  Desserts: Last Names beginning Q – Z 



Flatware, napkins, and plates will not be provided; families are expected to bring their 
own. In the event of rain, this celebration may be canceled. This decision will be made 
by 9:00 am that day. Please check the website or call the school for further information 
in the event of inclement weather. 
 
Directions to Highland Park from the Waldorf School : 

·  Continue on Penn Avenue East. 
·  Turn left on Negley Avenue. 
·  Turn right on Mellon Terrace. 
·  At stop first sign turn left on Bunkerhill Street. 
·  At top of hill, turn left into main entrance of Highland Park (Reservoir Drive) and 

continue to Memorial Grove. 
·  Map of Highland Park: 

http://www.city.pittsburgh.pa.us/pw/assets/maps/_HighlandPark10.pdf 

 
EARLY CHILDHOOD NEWS  

 
In the Coral Bell Classroom 
The Coral Bells made the most of their play this week.  

 
 
And then helped clean up. 

 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Donations Needed  
The Early Childhood program is in need of a large chest freezer to hold the grains that 
we use for baking.  If you have a freezer to donate, or if you know of a place where we 
can find one for a discounted price, we would be very appreciative.  Please contact 
Christina Chirdon-Jones at cchirdon@waldorfpittsburgh.org with questions or if you have 
a freezer to donate. 
 
Simplicity Parenting Discussion Group 
The Early Childhood faculty is pleased to announce the 2011-12 discussion group series 
based on Kim John Payne's book entitled, “Simplicity Parenting.”  This program is open 
to parents of children currently enrolled in Early Childhood programs, and the first 
discussion evening will take place on Wednesday, October 19, 2011 from 5:30 - 8P.M. 
 
To order a copy of Simplicity Parenting, please write your name on one of the sign up 
sheets posted throughout the school, email bgrance@waldorfpittsburgh.org, or contact 
your child's teacher directly. Cost is $10 per book with payment due upon pick up of the 
book. For more information, visit http://waldorfpittsburgh.org/simplicity-parenting-2/. 
 
Please join us and other Early Childhood families from the Little Friends, Morning 
Garden, Nursery, and Kindergarten programs for this evening to discuss chapter one 
entitled, "Why Simplify?" In addition, a craft will be provided.  
 

 
GRADES NEWS 

 
The Second Grade in Handwork 
Not only do our second grade students remember how to knit, they already are 
completing a project, a knitted woolen message pouch.  Making these pouches helped 
students review their knitting skills from last year while learning to decrease stitches.  
There many more projects coming in the second grade.  While these pouches pictured 
below are very lovely, it’s just the beginning of what wonderful work the second grade 
will do this year.  Congratulations to the second grade knitters. 

 
 
In the Fifth Grade 
The first three stanzas of the poem below are from a poem Grade Five read as part of 
our Botany studies.  It inspired us to reflect on other reasons that trees are important and 
the following stanzas are the writing of each fifth grader. 
 



What do we Plant?  by Henry Abbey 
 
What do we plant when we plant the tree? 
We plant the ship that will cross the sea. 
We plant the mast to carry the sails; 
We plant the planks to withstand the gales -  
The keel, the keelson, the beam, the knee; 
We plant the ship when we plant the tree. 
 
What do we plant when we plant the tree? 
We plant the houses for you and me. 
We plant the rafters, the shingles, the floors,  
We plant the studding, the lath, the doors,  
The beams and siding, all parts that be; 
We plant the house when we plant the tree. 
 
What do we plant when we plant the tree? 
A thousand things that we daily see; 
We plant the spire that out-towers the crag,  
We plant the staff for our country's flag,  
We plant the shade, from the hot sun free; 
We plant all these when we plant the tree. 
 
Sebastian-  
What do we plant when we plant the tree? 
We plant the books that let our minds free. 
We plant authors like Dickens and Vern,  
We plant the things about plants and fern,  
A bookstore is where you might find me; 
We plant the books when we plant the tree. 
 
Amelia-  
What do we plant when we plant the tree? 
We plant the fire that bakes our cookie. 
We plant the coals that litter the ground,  
We plant the campfire with stones around,  
The sticks and the matches to make our tea; 
We plant the fire when we plant the tree. 
 
Toby- 
What do we plant when we plant the tree? 
We plant the air that everyone breathes. 
We plant the breeze that will fan the flame,  
We plant the wind of the storm that came. 
We plant the nests for the bird and bee; 
We plant the air when we plant the tree. 
 
Brianna-  
What do we plant when we plant the tree? 
We make the chairs that are fit for me. 
We make the furniture out of bark,  
We plant the beds where we watch the dark. 
The desks, the chairs, the shelves that hold tea; 
We plant all these when we plant the tree. 
 
Mrs. Wiegman-  



What do we plant when we plant the tree? 
We plant the home for all families. 
We plant for the squirrels, the birds, the deer,  
We plant for their safety without fear. 
The turtle, the moose and even the bee; 
We plant their homes when we plant the tree. 
 
In the Sixth Grade 
This week in the Sixth Grade, the students drew geometric shapes using colored pencils 
and compasses, including this Star of David in honor of Rosh Hashanah next week.    
 

 
For more of the Sixth Grade’s geometric drawings visit http://waldorfpittsburgh.org/in-
the-sixth-grade/  
. 
 

FROM THE ENROLLMENT OFFICE 
 

 
 

FROM THE PARENT ASSOCIATION  
 
Parent Association News 
The school year is underway; students, teachers, and families now settling into daily 
routines and rhythms. By now, updates from the Parent Association meeting of 
September 10th, have been distributed by class parents, detailing some of this year’s 
goals and current volunteer needs. For the full minutes click here. The next meeting will 
be Saturday, October 8, 9- 10:15am in the library.   On the agenda: Winter Fair 



preparations update and Equal Exchange Fundraiser. Hope to see many of you there. 
Please contact Veronica Harris [412-781-2048] with questions or comments.  
 
From the PA on Michaelmas 
On the Michaelmas Celebration  
Reprinted from the October 2002 issue of Roots & Wings, our former school newsletter.   
  
“… We live in a time of hard tests for humanity, of hard tests which must become still 
harder.  We live in a time in which a whole host of old forms of civilization to which men 
still erroneously cling, are sinking into the abyss, a time in which the claim insistently 
arises that man must find his way to something new.” – Rudolf Steiner. 
  
It is strange how applicable things from the past can seem in the world of today – such is 
the quote from Dr. Steiner above. So much about the Waldorf way of educating remains 
as true today as it was 80 years ago [now 90]. As parents, we continue to find meaning 
and direction in Waldorf Education and the words of Steiner and others, to guide and 
inspire us through this delicate and often difficult time of child-raising.  
  
Michaelmas is a festival all about guidance and inspiration and we continue to respond 
to its meaning each year as the autumnal equinox grows near. 
  
As we approach the coming winter months when so much of the world is asleep, we also 
come to a time of increased internal energy and consciousness. Michaelmas is a 
celebration acknowledging the human need to build and strengthen our inner lives just 
as the forces of nature transition, changing the relationship of light to darkness, bringing 
the desire to turn inward and prepare. 
  
The festival is named for the Archangel Michael, conqueror of the powers of darkness, 
the harvester of the deeds of human souls.  This image challenges us, and demands 
more attention to our inner lives – a renewal of the soul, a desire to build strong, brave, 
free wills, to overcome fear and anxiety. Michaelmas is the festival of the will. 
  
Michael is often portrayed as the angel warrior, astride his mighty steed, wielding a 
sword of light.  Our children hear stories about St. George, a brave knight, who with the 
help of Michael, slays or tames the dragon. Michael is the angel who hurled Lucifer 
down from heaven for his evil workings against God.  St. Michael, warrior of courage, 
fighter against evil, rules the heavenly spheres; he guides and inspires us to take 
courage against darkness. St. George symbolizes the human aspect of this conflict – he 
is the knight who looks to Michael for strength and guidance. 
  
At our school-community celebration of Michaelmas, we gather with friends, share a 
meal, take joy and draw strength from our bonds as a community, looking forward to the 
long months ahead. 
 

 
FROM THE DEVELOPMENT OFFICE 

 
Our school fulfills a unique role in our region’s rich and varied Pre-K to elementary 
educational landscape by offering children an education unique in its understanding of 
child development and its integration of the arts, music, language, movement, and 
emotional and spiritual development in children.  As noted in Beyond Ecophobia, it is an 
education that starts “on the student’s home ground, where family, culture and natural 
history resonate in a personal, grounded manner.”  Our school is one of over 1,000 
Waldorf schools world-wide. Each, in distinctly different ways, strives to realize this 
common vision of educational excellence. 
 



The core mission of our office is to ensure that our students experience learning as a 
living engagement with the world by making certain that our teachers have the resources 
to create such opportunities for learning each day. And because our school, like all 
Waldorf schools, is an independent, community-supported organization, realizing this 
vision of meaningful teaching and learning is dependent on the generous gifts of time, 
talent, funds and spirit of the school’s families and our broader community.  
 
When we ask for your financial assistance, we do so for no other reason than to support 
the school in fulfilling its mission to educate each child in the extraordinary way our 
school makes possible.  
 
Here is how you can help: 
 

Contribute to the Annual Fund Drive 2011 
This year 

you can make your gift go FARTHER!! 
Donate through 

www.pittsburghgives.org 
Tuesday, October 4, 2011 

from 12:00 a.m. — 11:59 p.m. 
 

Donate to the school online through www.pittsburghgives.org during the 24 hours 
of October 4, 2011 and your donation will be “matched” by a pro-rated portion of 
the match pool. Only MasterCard and Visa credit card donations received through 
www.pittsburghgives.org will be eligible for a match. The minimum gift is $25. The 
maximum gift that an individual can give per organization is $10,000.  

 
 

�
 

VOLUNTEERING 
 
 
Business Office Volunteer 
Volunteers are needed to help with Business Office on a regular basis to completed 
tasks including filing, shredding and materials compilation.  Please contact Laura Baker 
at lbake@waldorfpittsburgh to inquire about volunteer jobs.  
 
Front Office Volunteers Needed  
In addition, please consider signing up for a time below to assist the Front Office by on 
Wednesdays at lunch time from 12:20 to 2 pm.  A volunteer is needed to sit at the Front 
Desk to answer the phones and doors and help students who may be sent down to the 
office while the Office Manager attends a meeting. The schedule for now through 
Christmas Break is as follows: 
 
September 21st 
September 28th 
October 5th 
October 12th – Elena Nelson   
October 19th – Elena Nelson  
October 26th 



November 2nd 
November 9th 
November 16th 
November 23rd-tentative (day before Thanksgiving) 
November 30th 
December 7th 
December 14th 
December 21st-tentative (day before Christmas break) 
 
Please contact Lizz Leonard at lleonard@waldorfpittsburgh.org to sign up for a 
Wednesday lunch time substitute position.  
 
Additional Front Office Volunteers Needed  
The second request is that the school is looking to create a list of Front Desk subs that 
may be called upon in the event that the Front Office Manager need to take a personal, 
sick, or vacation day. These shifts could range from AM only shifts, PM only shifts or 
whole day. Please look at your schedules and see if you have any available days or time 
slots that could be added to the list.  
 
Donations Requests 

�  New/Gently Used washing machine 
�  New/Gently Used Digital Camera 
�  New/Gently Used Chest Freezer (Early Childhood) 
�  Tissues and Cough Drops for the Classrooms (Early Childhood and Grades) 

�
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